1
In signing the documents, Tony Blair and Bertie Ahern showed the hand of history in their own separate ways, for while Tony Blair signed with his right hand, it was with his left hand that Bertie Ahern signed.
2 It is only a small detail, but the fact of it being worth commenting on at all, reveals how left-handers are, to a large extent, a people without a history. Despite one in ten individuals nowadays being left-handed, there is little historical study of the role of left-handers in history, their treatment by right-handers, their problems, or even their prevalence. The occasional exceptions, such as Pierre-Michel Bertrand's Histoire des Gaucheurs (Bertrand, 2001) , emphasise the scarcity of such studies.
Bertrand subtitled his book, ''Des gens à l'envers''*a people who are back to front*a quotation from a French translation of Los Sueños (Visions), written between 1606 and 1622 by the Spanish writer Francisco de Quevedo (1580Á1645). De Quevedo's book was first translated into English as The Visions of Dom Francisco de Quevedo Villegas in 1667 by Sir Roger L'Estrange (1616Á1704).
3 The entire passage, from the Sixth Vision, from which Bertrand took his excerpt, merits complete quotation, for it is little known in the literature of handedness and lateralisation, and shows well a particular historical view of left-handers. The narrator on a nocturnal walk finds two paths, the one being hard and difficult, whereas the other path, which is broad and easy, is that which leads to Hell. Not surprisingly it is, ''the Left-hand way''. The narrator describes how, It was clearly not always the case that left-handers such as Bertie Ahern, or for that matter, Barack Obama and his fellow left-handed American Presidents, could have risen to positions of power and status.
The papers in this special issue of Laterality are not a systematic review of the field, but instead are a group of studies that came together at the same time in the editorial offices, and it was realised that they would make more sense published as a group, to emphasise the general paucity of such material. Three of the papers in particular are by Lauren Harris, who is undoubtedly the doyen of historians of handedness and lateralisation, and we are particularly proud to publish these papers of his. Together we hope 
